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CONFERENCE: “HOW IS EUROPE FACING THE EU CHALLENGES?”
- An open debate with university lectures, students and other experts on the 4 major challenges of Europe
- Questions from the audience.

1) the threat of 

Nationalism and

Populism 

2) Political and Economic 

inequality 

3) Democratic deficit 

4) Im
migration and 

refugees.



Europe’s elections

Centrist liberals 
gained the most 
power in the EU 

Parliament

Eurosceptics gained a similar 

number of seats, but are less 

ideologically cohesive







Forty years of inequality in Europe: Evidence from distributional national accounts

Thomas Blanchet, Lucas Chancel, Amory Gethin 22 April 2019 - VOX  CEPR Policy Portal

Despite the growing importance of inequalities in policy debates, it is still difficult to compare inequality 
levels across European countries and to tell how European growth has been shared across income groups. 
Income and wealth inequalities have become increasingly present in public debates in recent years 
and have been the object of growing attention among policymakers. Sustainable Development 
Goal 10.1, adopted by the United Nations in 2015, requires that the incomes of the poorest 40% of 
a population grow faster than those of the entire population. The European Pillar of Social Rights, 
presented by the European Commission in 2017, similarly sets out 20 key principles to enhance 
social justice in the EU, including gender equality, equal opportunities, and the right to adequate 
minimum income benefits. Yet, the existing academic literature has so far struggled to reconcile 
inequality estimates with macroeconomic growth figures.Based on our estimates, we document a 
long-run rise in pre-tax-income disparities, which we map in Figure 2. Eastern Europe used to be 
the least unequal region of the continent but caught up with Western and Southern Europe as the 
transition from communism to capitalism in the 1990s led to large increases in income 
concentration.

https://voxeu.org/
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Europe has been more successful than the US at curbing inequalities
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DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT










