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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

Remembered by: Yaqob
bar-Karoza
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One thousand four
hundred
sars after her bmia’i in

seventy-seven

n

woman s

Samaritan
honored by her scattered
descendants. Her pame

was  MNomia, wife of
‘Anan (Greek: Noplo
yovhy Avav, Hebrew:

Y DWR T, and
she is the oldest attested

ancestor  of  the last
surviving Byzantine
Samaritan  diaspora
family of Dalmatia
(Croatia), whose
members now live in

America and Indonesia.
Nomia’s memory is
cherished by those of
her heirs who cling ©
the ancient truths and
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NOMIA OF SALONA:

The Search for Nomia

Untl 2011, all that we
of postenty knew of our
ancestress was a simple
tale of her religious
plight  and of her
family’s flight to safety,
which  she found, at
least for a time, in the
haven of Balona.
Separated from us by
time, place, culture, and
language. this Nomia,
who plavs such a

special role within our

narrative, seemed
destined to remaln an

obscure, remote

phantom  figure of a
bvegone era. Besides,
our family bhad long-
since  converted 1o
Christianity, and  had
left Croatia and the rest
of the Old World behind
for a new existence in
America;  so  whether
Nomia was a Samaritan
woman, a Jewess, or
even a female figment

of  fol
didn't sesm 1o matter
much, That did not

k. bmagination

optent  me, however;
and 1 was compelled o
pursue truth. regardless
of what the frath turmed

out to be.

On account of our close
with Jews

tfor  wvarous  ressons,

including @ strong sense
of otherness  and
unsettledness,  and,
fropically. & recurremt
participation in Jewish
commaunal  fife), my
assumption was that our
best hope-of finding any
information about
Nomia or her family lay
in Jewish records. And
$o it was, by the grace
of Eloowwem, that |
came across & book

called Inscriptiones
Judatcae Orientis,

Volume [ (Eastern
Europe); therein | found
an entry labeled ‘Daid.
Epitaph of a Samaritan,
which left me tuly
flabbergasted. | sat
frozen for a moment,
with my eyes wide and

A SAMARITAN WOMAN

my heart fluttering, as 1
read intently the Greek
text and English
ranslation  of what |
soon realized was my
ancestress’s epitaph.

The first thing that came
10 my mind was the
opening kissa {passage)
of the ninth aalaak
{portiony of Asfar Illa
addebarem
(Denteronomy),
especially verse 4
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*If your outcasts are at
the ends of the heavens,
from there ™M your
Eloowwem will gather
you. and from there He
will bring you back”

These words resounded
within my soul, and I
knew  then  that  the

18
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

Eloowwee  of  our
Israclite forebears had
not forgotien those of us
in diaspora. Indeed, it
was truer Nomia, our
herit:
everything that 1 had
heard  and
dreamed for so long but

Samaritan

read  and

was unable to prove.
There it was, right in
front of me, though only
in words; | desperately
wanted 1o see a
photograph  of the
epitaph, as there wasn't
one in the book.

My quest for tangible
evidence had to be put
on bold after that, as 1
was about to embark on
my grandest adventure
vet:  relocating to
Indonesia, marrying the
love of my life, and
tcaching  the
Samaritan
Christians and Muslims
knew
nothing of our people,
and our

Israclite
Toorah {0
who almost

our language,
holy book.

Flash forward to this
summer {2016), Here,

117

on the island of Jfava—
at the end of the world,
or 50 we joke, we rent
out a small space 0 use
community

synagogue, whers we

as 4

offer up moming and
evening prayers facing
Aargaarcezem (Mt
Gerizim}, and where we
worship I Heeyyone
{(God Most High) every
Sabbath and read aloud
from the Ancient
Hebrew text of the
Tooral that gees back
all the way 1 Abisha
the high priest (may his
name ever be esteemed
among us). We confess
that there is but one
God, Who is Eloowwes
Yishrazel, and that He is
One and not three, and
that He is neither man
nor the son of man, just
as is writlen in our
Toorah (see Numbers
23:19).
testify that Mooshe is
greatest  prophet

&

Morecover, we

the

among  the sons  of

Aadam. and we
patiently  await  the
coming of the Taheb

and  the Day of

Vengeance and
Recompensse

MNonetheless, as of June,
I had not made any
progress on  Nomia’s
which  bothered
me greatly,

considering
how tmportant she is
our diaspora history.

Then, in sardy July, |
decided it was time t0
dig deeper, After all, 18
August marks the
anniversary of Nomia's
burial, and 1 really
wanted to have
something  more  than
just words on a page.
My first move was to
contact Dir, Josip
Vrandelié, head of the
history department at
the University of Spl
{Croatiz). He kindly and
promptly  replied,
informing me that he
had forwarded my email
10 Dr. Ivan Matijevid,
ancient

who  teaches
the  same
Being

history  at
university.

knowledgeable  about
Salona aund  familiar

with  epigraphy. Dr.
Matijevié was  exactly

A}
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A gﬁM ARITAN WOMAN

et

the person 1 needed
consult, With his help, | |

i

was able to get my firg

black-and-white. p

from Salona IV, =
publication by 1"Ecole

francaise de Rome.

In addition, 1 received
from Dr. Matijfevic the
contact information for
Mario
who g the

his  colicague.
Radaljac,
custodian  of  the
sigraphical  collection

the  Archaeological
Museum in Split. Mr.
Radaljac arranged for a
new color photo of ihe
stele 10 be taken by
museum  photographer
Tonéi  Seser. The
photograph 15 simply
beauntiful, with such a
Crisp, smm image; it's
really something special
for me 1o behold. This
I could finally
and truly gaze upon my
ancestress, or least upon
that
stood s a wstament (0
her actuality. What a
blessed opportunity! All

was i

the  monument

AB-The Samaritan Bews® ¥ usalad] ol
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. Salona & Manastirine

Ax 1 am not a scholar of
Byzantine or late
Dalmatian
Ve wmaimd

graciously

who  has
W m:w a brief overview
e hisoncal miliey

and
during the
which Nomia
died. Dr
contribution

of Salona
Manastirine

era in
fived and
Matijevié€s
is as follows:
"After the civil war
between Caesar  and
Pompey in the middle
of the Ist century BC,
Salona became a colony
{Colonia Martia  Tulia
Salonay and capital of
the Roman province of
Dalmatia. The city was
blooming during  the
2nd and 3rd centuries
AD, especially in the
time of the Emperor
Diocletian, who  built
his palace nearby. In
Salona acted a well-

organized Christian
commumity with i1s own
bishop. who be
meiropolitan  of
Dalmatin at  the
beginning of the 5th
century. Salona’s early
Christian archaeological
remains are amony the
most  important for
studying the history of
Christianity.

ame the

Between the 4th and the
beginning of the 7th
century,  many  parish
churches were built all
over the city, including
the great episcopal
complex  with  iwo
hasilicas, the baptistery,
consignatorium, and the

Bishop's Palace
Christian  cemeteries

were formed outside the
around  the
relics  of  martyrs:
Basilica of the Five
Martyrs in Kaplju¢ and
Basilica of 8t
Anastasiug in
Marusinac,

city walls,

The siele  of  this
Samaritan woman was
found on the

116
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

southwestern edge  of
the cemetery basilica in
Manastirine., This
archacological

important

site s
especially
Christians  of
Salona were buried next
ty  their Dbishop and
martyr Dujam, who was
executed during
Dioclegtian's
304,

martyr's

since

persecutions  in
Around  the

grave, many chapels
with  sarcephaguses
were  erected, making
this site one of the

greatest examples of ad
sanctos  burying
Germanic

style.
invasions  at
the 4th

century demolished the

the end of

sapctuary, and
afierwards  the  great
basilica with narthex,
transept  and  schola

cantorum was buili, Life
in Salona ended in the
first decades of Tih
century, when the ity

collapsed under
barbarian  Slave  and
Avars.”

“For principal Hterature
about and

115

Salona

| Manastirine in general

b o
Longae Salonae, ed.
Emidlic  Marin,  Split
2002.
Salona Christiana, ed.
Emilic Marin, Split

1994,

Salona HI. Manastirine -
zstablissement
preromain, necropole e
basiligue
paleochretienne a
Salone; eds. N. Duval ot
E. Marin, Rome - Split
20007

Nomia's Epitaph

The stele inscribed with
Nomia's  epitaph  was
recovered  in  three
fragments}
via  excavations that
took place in the late
16th century and early
20th century. Two of the
fragments were found
together, while the third
was discovered during &
excavation.

pieces {or

separate
They are now kept ai

the Archaeclogical
Museum in Split, the
oldest museum in

Croatia, under inveniory

aumbers  A-3405  +
B-38 + B-489, The
first reference to any of
the stele fragments in a
publication was by Don
Frane Bulid in 1902, but
the most mnotable
publication to date in
relation to this s :
Tnscriptiones
Orientis (Vol. 1) edited
by Noy, Panavcioy, and
Bloedhorn. which
presenis in English the
best scholardy analysis
of the monument.

Judas

Here follow the stele's

Greek  inscription and
an  English translation
thereof:

EvBade ulite Sapo-]
peltwoe Nolulo dmd]
woung Mo, [Buydr-]
g Edvhe [ oolov |
tehE-)
oGy Ev
Be-]

ot w6 Selnjunfévis
Hith~]

g v 86 @ v
[Eleae{uPoiov,]
oo woakoe  [Em
gino-]

ot ol Errd Urforelag)

[elgnvy

®
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

Axlaievos

Ao«

£

woman Nomiza, from the
village of Pito, daughter
of  Euglossius. She
passed away in Gods
peace fifteen days
before the Kalends of
September, having lived
well  twenty-seven
vears. In the consulship
of  the wvir illustris
Apton, 2nd vear of the
indiction-cyele.”

Nomia’s Legacy

the
goes, Nomia (born 512
CE) spent her childhood
and  much of her
adolescence in Sicily,
where she enjoyed a life
of peace and prosperity.
Her father, Euglossius
the Levite (Greck:
Euyinooiou G
Asvitng), was  a
merchant of good repute
and an elder in the
Samaritan synagogue at
Syracuse. Their

family  story

AB-The Samarkan News® * * e seledt b 0 30,9, 2046% 12328 Vs

community experienced
an influx of Samariian

migrans in the years

precedin
the Ben Sabar Revolt
(529 CE). Among those
who came f
Shomron
municipal official
named “Anan  ben
Shalum Amarkls
(Hebrew: Dow 12 uy
NhDmN,
thought to have been a
tabularius or a seriba: he
had formerly resided in
Shechem, though he had
descent from 2
Mannassite  family of
Tirzah.

following

o
)
[
foe
=

Was 4

who o s

“Anan and Nomia were
betrothed within a vear
of thelr meeting, and
were  marded  shortly
thercafter, When they
heard of
opportunity in Ravenna,
the two of them set sail
for the bustling Adratic

word

seaport on the lalian
Peninsula. They joined
an  existing Samaritan

community there; and
over the next few years

they did quite well for

themselves. as did many
Samaritans  and  Jews
under Ostrogothic rule.
However, their fortunes
ook & twm for the
woerse  with  the
of  Queen
and  the

deposition
Amalasuntha
emd of Arian tolerance.

The Gothic War
(533-340 CE) spelled
disaster for Swmaritans
and Jews living therg;
conscquentially, “Anan,
his wife Nomia, and
their two young sons,
along with several other

Samaritan families of
Ravenna, fled 1o
Dalmatia  where  the

Goths still held swayv.
They settled in Salong,
in a small village aptly
named Pito  (Thvo),
which in their dialect of
Gireek meant “piece {of
bread)”, as in their own
little picce of Salona; it

is  derived from the
Aramuic  word NP3,
having the same

meaning. They so loved

their new home that
they  remained  there
even after the

Byzantines took control
of it from the Goths.
Nomia's  voung life

114
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

camie 10 a tragic and
mysterious emd in 339
(E; she was 27 vears
old. Her husband had
her  buried in the

Manastiring  cemetery,
where her grave was
less  likely 1o be
desecrated or forgotten,
The epitaph  etched
upon her stone honors
both Nomia and  her
father, whe had given
“Anan his blessing and
support.

“Anan continued on in

Salona, raising his sons
in the dwindling
Samaritan  community
of  Pito  until they
reached  marriageable
age. He eventually
returned 10 Sicily with
his eldest son, Tabias
(Taplacy, while  his
youngest, Purgalikos

(Tlovgyornds), chose
to stay behind with his
Crothic bride. It is from
this Purgalikos that our
diaspora family
descends, through  his
son, Teron Purgalikou
( Trgwy
Tovgyakinov) and his
dauvghter-in-law,

favodora  (lafodwpa),

the last Samaritan girl
of Salona. The House of

113

| outside

Purgalikos (represented
in later times by the
surnames  Purgall and
Purgli, and in the United
States Purgley)
persisted in Croatia for
over a millenniom. but
war, upheaval,
ezm@mtmm and a dearth

{ male offspring led 1o

as

31‘5 rapid decline and
disappearance. [is
history and  heritage

now live on primanly
through  descendants
bearing other surnames
—we who, by our own
volition, have retumed
to the ancient way, and,
in doing 50, have found
an invaluable treasure:
the stele inscribed with
the epitaph of  our
beloved mother of vore.

Lessons from Momia

There are two principal
jessons. that we glean
from Nomia’s hife. The
first is found in her
name, which i3 a
Byzantine (Medieval)
Greek  word  meaning
awfulness’, ‘legality’,
or ‘in keeping with the
law.” Despite living
of the Holy

Land, Nomia and her
family continued 1o
keep the Toorah as best
they could, which is
evident from their active
participation in
synagogue life and from
their cfforts w0 flee
persecution and  avoid
conversion at all costs.
Even though Nomia
was ultimately buried in
a Roman Catholic
cemetery, she died a
Keeper and never
forscok  Eloowwee
Yishraae! or His Toorah.
Only in the time of her
grandchildren,  during
the early rsign of
Heraclius, did
Catholicization of the
family take place, but
that was undone in 1
20th century;

maintain  amicabls
relations with Catholics

+ {hristians, as
: Q{ them  have
;;sfmed w be genuinely
sood people and have
heen instrumental in the
restoration  of  our
diaspora. Today, every
fime we bow down in
prayer toward the
Blessed Mount and rise
o recite the Shema,
even from as far away
as Indonesia, we honor
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NOMIA OF SALONA:
A SAMARITAN WOMAN

the mmmm of Nomia
OW h 2T example
Toorh

The second lesson
evinced in how
and “Anan i
Shema, specifically the
commands to teach the
words of Eloowwem
and  speak of them
often. Their two sons,
Tabias and Purgalikos,
have names that
respectively attest to the
condness of Aadaanee
{the Lord) and to our
sacred calling 1o love
and 0 live according to
His  goodness Dby
keeping His commands.
Purgalikos literally
means “one of
commandment  or
precept,” and conveys
an  inmate  association
with or characterization
by the mesaabot
{(vommandszs) of
Floowwem: it is &
dialectal  derivative of
the  Aramaic  2am3
purgal  (1mstruction,
command, order), {from
the  loan  verh an
pargil, corresponding fo
the Uzwnmi Greek
aagoyyehien  a n d
zopayyele, What we
fearn from this is that
genuine “keeping”
entails  our  being
paragons for

children and for others,
walking MDA {in the
Toorah-—-a Hebrew
mnemon for 613
inteptionally.  lovingly,
and spiritually. It is not
encugh to merely keep
the commands of ™
;zwaéa, vally; the real
:;;P{t ;mmw
world,

and
af
Eloowwem b
made know all
peoples us,

whom He
for Himself,
whom He has
with His nx x precious
and holy ;izsssage of
truth and jove.

I B e ] 2
wholcheartadly in the
glorious restoration  of
the remoant of Yoosef,
in the promised return
of the ‘Samaritan
diaspora 10 Shomron,
and in the fum,'«,
unificanion of Yishraael
under the Taheb. Belief
gives us hope, hope
motivaies us o action,
and action accomplishes
change. The Law of
Return currently applies
only to Jews, but even if
it did extend 10
Samaritans, 1 feel
compelied  w  remain

e
-

abread in order (o teach
all who are willing ©
hear about the great and
marvelous deeds of 11
Sheeddee (God
Almighty) and about the
peace that results within
us and around us when
we choose to walk the
path  of righteousness.
This iy vour legacy,
Nomia, that your life
and death inspired your
descendants  many
cenerations removed 1o
follow in your footsteps,
and to voice the story
and the faith of your
people, of our people
from the farthest
reaches of the earth.
May Eloowwee
aa'eloowwem (the God
of gods) prosper us,
multiply us, and make
His love manifest in us.
in  remembrance of
Nomia.

Dr. Ivan Matijevic at
the University of Split
added: Scholars
believe that in Salona
existed a Jewish

community.

Yagoh bar-Kareza

112

ABThe Samaritas News® #% o sbadl jiow 30,9, 2016% 1725 ™A% s 5mrarmmm Mg i mmnmed o Rediie & 1

7




